Grade 7 Sample Test Prompt

Sentence Fluency

Going to the moviesis a maor source of entertainment for many students. Imagine
that the only discount theater in your areais closing.

Write a persuasive essay in support of keeping the discount movie theater open .

Y our writing should:
e Include athesis statement.
e Have adeveloped point of view.

e Havean introduction, body, and conclusion.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.

Arizona Department of Education Page 1 of 11 January
2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 7 Sample Test Writing Prompt



AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

SENTENCE FLUENCY

6

The writing has an effective flow and rhythm. Sentences
show a high degree of craftsmanship, with consistently
strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral
reading easy and enjoyable. The writing is characterized

by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides along with one
sentence flowing effortlessly into the next.
extensive variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning by drawing
attention to key ideas or reinforcing relationships
among idess.

varied sentence patternsthat create an effective
combination of power and grace.

strong control over sentence structure; fragments, if
used at all, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used, sounds natural.

5

The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. Sentences are

carefully crafted, with strong and varied structure that
makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable. The
writing is characterized by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides a ong with one
sentence flowing into the next.

variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning.

control over sentence structure; fragments, if used
at al, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used sounds natural.

4

The writing flows; however, connections between
phrases or sentences may be less than fluid. Sentence
patterns are somewhat varied, contributing to easein
oral reading. Thewriting is characterized by

anatural sound; the reader can move easily through
the piece, although it may lack a certain rhythm and
grace.

some repeated patterns of sentence structure,
length, and beginnings that may detract somewhat
from overall impact.

strong control over simple sentence structures, but
variable control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, are usually effective.
occasional lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if
used, sounds natural for the most part, but may at
times sound stilted or unnatural.

3

The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid.
Occasiona awkward constructions may force the reader
to dow down or reread. The writing is characterized by

some passages that invite fluid oral reading; however,
others do not.

some variety in sentences structure, length, and
beginnings, although the writer fallsinto repetitive
sentence patterns.

good control over simple sentence structures, but
little control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, may not be effective.
sentences which, although functional, lack energy.
lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if used, may
sound stilted or unnatural.

2

The writing tends to be either choppy or rambling.
Awkward constructions often force the reader to slow
down or reread. The writing is characterized by

significant portions of the text that are difficult to
follow or read aloud.

sentence patterns that are monotonous (e.g.,
subject-verb or subject-verb-object).

asignificant number of awkward, choppy, or
rambling constructions.

1

The writing is difficult to follow or to read aloud.
Sentences tend to be incomplete, rambling, or very
awkward. The writing is characterized by

text that does not invite—and may not even
permit—smooth oral reading.

confusing word order that is often jarring and
irregular.

sentence structure that frequently obscures
meaning.

sentences that are digjointed, confusing, or
rambling.
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 1

Writing

FINAL COPY

Kidaond Gunul 90 tomevis aang havefuntces
Scunsus thae 1’1 S Loud cnme MovIeSaees ey
WY, gre hotskey Sume+imes you whe wel
flet thatmene vourskhe vhareyou do NotLike

Ty

Score point 1 — The writing is difficult to follow or read aloud . Sentences are
digointed. Sentence structure obscures meaning .
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 2

Writin
g FINAL COPY

The aliqmuw'i’ MoVie Hmﬂ'e:r; 1§ Hhele were
fo r"bﬁ'&ﬁ_uﬂulal_hf_ﬁaﬂz‘xr_u,ma_#cw_qd_
homwp you bave Yo get cliwss i = harey o

get (v to the cov aef oo zermss  foon Fo

get to tine wisvie amd gl gns eund it ]l
fake & zﬂnq Frniy to get thece Aw{_qa‘_,

mold have VYo ozt 1w line Yor 2 /arrg

e to get tickets people wiould get Costectded

le 12, o
Save iale tiure Swd sove #roncy Huredl

;-L AN O |A bP g hofuf Iof-l"wg_:.fg,__q_gu &J/ZJ
"‘Y‘H‘P:'h.Y{)U Car? "'B_Ef ulau\" “'l.mﬁ g?n-'ﬂﬂ:

bo the wiovles 2ud jow wouldul beve
—“:ﬂMﬁq_&bad_&nqééu'ﬂ;_Ym_mHm?
+ direct; ¥ Sivie

Oue ‘o egé‘. l"‘h@ft thevt get losc

| Scorepoint 2 — Thewriting is rambling. Awkward constructions force the reader ||
to slow down or reread. “The discount movie theater, if there were to close it
[| would be harder...”
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 3
Writing

FINAL COPY

Scor e point 3 — Writing tends to be mechanical . The writer shows control over
1 simple sentences but not over more complex sentences. Sentences are functional,
but lack energy: “So then we went in and went to talk to him and asked...”
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 4A

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 4B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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| Score point 4 — Sentence patterns are somewhat varied. Thereis a natural sound |-
although the writing lacks a certain rhythm and grace. Thereis strong control
over simple sentences; variable control over more complex sentences . “If we
— kept the movies, there also wouldn’t be as much of a chance for kids, and even
adults, to do better things like study or exercize.”
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5A
Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5B

Writing
FINAL COPY

\ike. Ao Ko ‘mammn. omm
= o umm bm ot aicl  adnt Yoe

_&AQ‘:_QG_HXD.Q%__OQQ_LOPQ wole.  (oens, oot ‘r'hem

Laidn_paoge Nan, % tewn 5‘3%\5’1*2 ore decing, 5o Yogd, ir

mww_ww Cogk, With
e yrincue Wi Yoeod Coom x’nu%ﬂ_e;m@&m_

opex_ Foom g Demgle, et Maesdte miawk Ok o comfatoble |
._kmemmm_ﬁs_&_mw wes  weery o *ﬂ"‘*v Proy alendy |

Score point 5 — The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. Thereis variation
in sentence structure, length, and beginnings. Sentence three in paragraph one
isan example of a carefully crafted sentence. Sentence structure enhances
meaning: “This could be a place where a young child took his first steps, or a
place where teenagers shared their first kiss.” “If the theater were closed, it
would shut the door on many things like that from happening again.”

Arizona Department of Education Page 9 of 11 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 7 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 6A

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 6B

Vriting
FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 6 — Sentences show a high degree of craftsmanship, with
consistently strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral reading easy —-‘
and enjoyable. Sentence structure enhances meaning by drawing attention to key
ideas. “My parents were close friends with the owners, an d thus | received
special treatment. Everything was copacetic.” “The high ticket prices,
unsanitary facilities, and unkind staff repelled us like nuclear fallout.” The writer
has strong control over sentence structure.
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